
February 9, 2015 
Chinese Fire Drill 

Back in the day when young adults could do things that were both stupid and fun with 
relatively few consequences, Chinese Fire Drills were all the rage.  

For those too young to know, it involved a carload of us, stopped at a Red Light and 
suddenly all the doors fling open and everyone scrambles out of the car and runs 
around it, frantically, (our rule was that you had to make one full circle of the vehicle 
or you got dropped off), and then everyone climbed in again, typically with a different 
participant driving. Arms waved, shouting, and running in a circle. Hilarious. 

It was stupid and it was somehow, hilarious at the time. The befuddled look on the 
faces of other drivers just made it funnier.  

The goal of the game was that everyone ran around making a lot of noise, but 
nothing really happened, nothing really changed, except the driver of your mom’s car. 
Typically, by the second or third round, the original driver was back behind the wheel. 

It was a lot of noise, looked like an ‘event’, but nothing at all changed. Nothing.  

Which brings us back to the rez, now with NLO back at the wheel. It is as if all the 
commotion, all the death and dying, meant nothing as those who caused the grief 
and suffering, those who profited from the grief and suffering, are all still causing it, 
profiting from it and the only ‘change’ has been that those protecting them have 
changed places, but essentially, condensing down the last 18 yrs of struggle and all 
the events of elections, recalls, more recalls, resignations, and all the arm waving, 
shouting and lip service by officials at every level, would in a time-lapse video, appear 
to be nothing more than a Chinese Fire Drill where despite all the racket and the 
spectacle, nothing has changed.  

People are dying. Young people perish at alarming rates, and children continue to be 
easy prey for politically protected predators that roam the rez with impunity, and who 
are facilitated by tax funded groups and organizations that essentially, are never 
investigated for their behaviors, no matter how many children subjected to their 
policies, on and off the rez, are tortured, abused and murdered when all that had to 
be done to protect them was to enforce the existing laws against child abuse.  

I’m still amazed that anyone buys Heidi Heitkamp’s ‘serious face’ efforts to ‘study the 
problem’ rather than to demand investigations and arrests of predators on the rez.  It 
would appear from her eyebrows-raised expression that as a Senator, this was the 
very, very first time she has ever heard of either child abuse, or of rampant child rape 
on the rez.  But people forget that she served previously as the State Attorney 
General for North Dakota. In that capacity, do you really think none of this ever, ever 
came to her attention?  

How do we know that predators are protected by powerful, politically connected 
people?  Because the whistleblowers and the victims are harassed and threatened, 
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intimidated and sometimes flat out ignored by those in every level of Law 
Enforcement that are supposed to both protect the victims and to respond 
immediately to Mandated Reports.  

Instead, regardless of who files the Mandated Reports, whether it is a social worker, 
a teacher, or the Director of ACA Division 8, Thomas Sullivan, the reports are not 
investigated. The reporters are harassed, threatened, intimidated.  

You have the Federal Assistant USAG in North Dakota actually stating that the 38-yr 
old man who raped a girl on her thirteenth birthday was not worth investigating 
because “There’s two-sides to every rape story.”  

Victim blaming is only the beginning.  

The level of corruption is so deep and so profoundly tangled up in every aspect of 
Reservation politics and operation, and it all goes into the greater webwork of 
corruption at other government levels, that no one dares to tap that one domino that 
will, because it has been going on for so long, generations in fact, that that one 
domino could lead to so many others is terrifying to the system as a whole.  

It Quacks Like A Duck 

How do we know this? Because the USAG ND, Tim Purdon refuses to investigate all 
but one case of child rape on the rez. The one he did investigate, and he made a big 
show of it, involved a perpetrator from off the rez with no political or power ties to key 
people in his career.   

Why else would he refuse to investigate hundreds and hundreds of cases of child 
rape on the rez? Why else would he scoff at those who report? Why would he lie and 
say that the Mandated Reports had been investigated when in fact not a single one 
has been investigated and the protocols for handling those reports were ignored then 
and now, (being more than 3 years) as if those laws don’t exist unless he wants them 
to exist--- and he doesn’t want them to exist.  

Clearly, he is involved. I have no idea how deeply he is involved, but given that he 
chooses to protect a now forty something child rapist while ignoring the suffering of 
his victim, tells me it has to be very, very deep.  

He cannot claim to not know. He cannot claim he was never told. He cannot claim it 
never happened.  He walks like an accessory. He talks like an accessory. He protects 
like an accessory.  

More Runaround 

Just like she did the last time she was Chair of the Tribal Council, NLO is again 
abruptly and with little or no notice, switching the days and locations of the General 
Assembly Meetings.  This last time it was suddenly held on a Friday. That way 
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people, especially those who have jobs, will not be able to attend or even begin to 
make arrangements at work or child care, to attend.  That’s how she likes it.  

Remember last time when she moved the meeting day three times in one week and 
then moved the time and location several more times that day in order to keep people 
running hither, thither and yon trying to figure out if that was the place or this was the 
place or over there?  

And for those who arrived, finally at the meeting, regardless of whether they were 10 
minutes early or 1 minute late, had the doors shut on them so they could not get in.  

Well, she’s baaaaack!  

Remember also that she is the one who placed Kevin Dauphinais Brownshield into 
the Director seat of Tribal Social Services, despite his having no qualifications and 
despite numerous reports of him sexually harassing female staff and those whom his 
department were supposed to serve, because he had power and authority and she 
made sure all reports of his abuse, his incompetence and his corruption, went without 
investigation.  

Now, let’s see whom she puts in the Directorship of TSS this time, shall we?  

Looking For A New Job 

It could be Lane Azure.  

I heard but cannot yet verify, that he finally ‘fired himself’ from his position as VP at 
the Tribal Community College, CCCC.  He was never qualified for that position and 
abused it daily. He failed to secure basic grants and if not for the above-and-beyond 
efforts of others on staff, the college would have lost accreditation years ago.  

He only had that job because he was willing to take Cindy to bed. He said he didn’t 
enjoy it, but a ‘man has to do what a man has to do,’ right Lane?  

So many of the qualified and competent have left CCCC under Cindy and Lane’s 
abuse and mismanagement, that there was a mutiny threatened last week (so I am 
told) that would have pulled the plug on all accredited status leaving CCCC to flop 
around like a flounder out of water, unable to secure any funding for any programs as 
the result.  

That would have left Cindy high and dry. She finally gave up on the bed buddy, and 
chose instead to save herself. Such sacrifice on her part!  

BTW, anyone still buying her BS story of her childhood where she and her brother 
traveled along on foot, following the buffalo herd, carrying all her kitchen utensils in a 
pillow case because her mother was a bad mom? Local papers bought that one lock-
stock & manure barrel back in the day.  
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Short memories play in favor of the corrupt out there.  

From the college to the Tribal Social Services, to the Tribal Police, the casino, and 
Personnel.  

It also plays to the benefit of Timothy Purdon, several FBI Agents, politicians and 
assorted organizations such as Casey Family, all of whom conspire to protect the 
worst abusers, at the expense of the children, and at the expense of taxpayers who 
pay into billions of dollars of funds, grants and later on, in the aftermath of untreated 
trauma, and the legacy of violence it spills out into our communities.  

I am here to remind you. I am here to tell you that we must stay vigilant and we 
cannot allow short attention spans to continue cocooning a system of predators 
creating more victims, more violence far into our future and the futures of our children 
and grandchildren.  

I am here to remind you of the corruption and of the corrupt and who they are and 
ask that you continue to demand Justice for those children we know about, and also 
for the countless children whose names you won’t know until their tortured bodies 
turn up in some gruesome murder story plastered all over your TV for a day-and-a-
half.  

If we cannot bring justice to that one tiny speck on the map, then we can not hope to 
bring justice anywhere and we are powerless in the grip of corruption that laughs at 
our suffering, smugly stares down the horrors of tortured children, all the while eating 
our future alive and spitting their tiny bones at our feet.  

We know where the corruption is. We know who they are and what they have done. 
We even know the names of many of their victims. If with all this, we cannot force our 
government to act, we cannot expect that when the violence created comes to our 
door, that there will be any justice for us either.  

We can only spare our children and grandchildren this horror if we stop it now. This is 
the battle between Good and Evil and this is where we must choose a side and take 
a stand.  

If we fail, all that is evil and corrupt wins.  We are either warriors or doormats. It 
depends on what we do or fail to do.  

Until there are real changes, we’re all just running around kidding ourselves and it’s 
not funny.  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 


